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LtGen Richard L. Kelly's career in the U.S. Marine Corps 
started with an overture from the Army. “I drew a low 
number in the first draft lottery,” he recalls, “and received 
an ‘invitation’ to join the Army. I chose to enlist in the 
Marines instead.” That was in 1970 as opposition to the 
Vietnam War was mounting on college campuses, 
particularly in the wake of the shootings at Kent State. But 
Kelly doesn’t recall his peers harassing him about his 
decision to enlist in the Marines. “My memory of that time 
on campus is that there was healthy discussion between 
both sides: those protesting the Vietnam War and those who 
chose to serve,” Kelly says.  

Kelly not only chose to serve but chose to stay and pursue a 
career in the Marines. “The Marine Corps gave me an 
opportunity to provide public service toward something 
bigger than myself,” he explains. “And I discovered I liked the Marine Corps’ culture that 
downplays personal achievement.” 

Kelly’s early career in the Marines included six years as an infantry officer, during which 
time he earned a second bachelor’s (Economics and Business Administration) from 
Chapman University and an M.B.A. from Pepperdine University. In 1978, he was 
redesignated a logistics officer. Kelly currently serves as deputy commandant for 
installations and logistics at U.S. Marine Corps Headquarters. He is responsible for leading, 
managing, and modernizing Marine Corps logistics around the world. Kelly says modernizing 
and streamlining the Marine Corps' supply chain is his highest priority. 

Helping to educate future supply chain leaders is another of Kelly’s priorities. He’s worked 
with Penn State to develop the Marine Corps Logistics Education Program with the Smeal 
College of Business Center for Supply Chain Research. The program, now in its fourth year, 
has significantly contributed to the University’s reputation as a leader in supply chain 
research. Kelly was also instrumental in establishing the Marine Corps Fellows' program 
within the Smeal College of Business and serves on the Applied Research Laboratory’s 
Materials and Manufacturing Advisory Board. 

Kelly has frequently been honored during his career in the Marine Corps. Among others, 
he’s received the Defense Superior Service Medal (awarded by the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff) in recognition of his contribution to the global war on terrorism. He also 
earned a Bronze Star for combat service during the Gulf War. Kelly was recently inducted 
into the Pittsburgh Central Catholic High School Hall of Fame. In addition to his professional 
affiliations, Kelly volunteers annually at the National Disabled Veterans' Winter Sports Clinic 
in Colorado. He lives in Virginia with his wife, Mary Nell, a Foreign Service Officer with the 
State Department.  

*This career summary is excerpted from the 2005 Distinguished Alumni Awards Ceremony 
booklet (June 3, 2005, The Pennsylvania State University).  

 


