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Don Roy King is director of “Saturday Night Live,” 
one of the most iconic and influential programs in the 
history of American television. With a résumé that 
includes productions for nine networks and ranges 
from documentaries to musicals, he is one of the most 
versatile and accomplished directors in the industry. He 
has directed more hours of live network television than 
anyone in the history of the medium, and his assignments 
have taken him to 20 countries and 38 states.

During his 11 seasons with “Saturday Night Live,” King 
has earned six consecutive Primetime Emmy Awards 
and 10 nominations. He has also been nominated 
for 11 Directors Guild of America Awards and won in 
2014, 2016, and 2017. Other work has earned him two 
additional Emmy Awards and 18 nominations.

For 14 years, he was the creative director of “CBS News” 
and the director and senior producer for “The Early 
Show” and “CBS This Morning.” He previously directed 
“Good Morning America” for ABC, as well as numerous 
“Barbara Walters Specials,” the live finales of the first 
four seasons of the “Survivor” series, and daytime Winter 

Olympics coverage in France, Norway, and Japan. He 
also directed the video capture of all four “Direct from 
Broadway” musicals for Broadway Worldwide.

King is a strong supporter of the Penn State Donald P. 
Bellisario College of Communications. He has taken part 
in Penn State-oriented panels and mentoring programs 
in New York City and has also been a featured speaker 
at the Penn State Forum. He also provided technical and 
production advice to Penn State students for their on-
campus webcast of “Julius Caesar.”

King is a life member of the Penn State Alumni 
Association and lives in New York City with his daughter, 
Cameron.
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